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A.
An Introduction to the Book.

1.
A Prison Epistle.
Last of four Prison Epistles that Paul wrote in AD 61
1:7, 13 cf. Eph, Col., Phile

2.
The Philippian Experience.  Church established in Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey.
Acts 16:2, 9 - 40

3.
The Personal note through Epaphroditus.
Phil. 4:10-18

4.
The Peculiarities of the Epistle.

a.
The Theme:  Magnify Christ in Life and in Death.
1:20, 21

b.
The Text: 
Rejoice in the Lord; and again, I say, Rejoice
 4:4




Joy and Rejoice in all Circumstances.
 14 (12 in NIV) occ. of joy & related words

c.
The Thoughts: I press on toward the goal…in Christ Jesus. 
3:14, NRSV

i
Press on in spite of Living in Bonds.
Ch. 1

ii.
Press on with Like-mindedness among Brethren.
Ch. 2

iii.
Press on despite “Losses” in Life’s “Business”.
Ch. 3

iv.
Press on despite Lacks among the Beloved.
Ch. 4

B.
Salutation of the Book

Phil. 1:1, 2

1.
The Designation of the Writer - the servants of Jesus Christ

1:1a cf. “I”, 1:3; 2:19-23

2.
The Destination of the Letter - all the saints in Christ Jesus…bishops and deacons
1:1b

3.
The Salutation of the Author – Grace…and peace, from…and…the Lord Jesus Christ.
1:2



The “ALL” Character of Paul’s Prayer
Phil 1:3-11

A.
The Character of Paul’s Prayer. [Note the occurrence of “All”]
1:3-8

1.
He Prays Always for them.

- always in every prayer of mine.
1:3, 4

a. It shows where his Head is  

- upon every remembrance of you
1:3

b. It shows where his Heart is 

- making request with joy
1:4; 1:7
c. It shows where his Home is 

- every prayer of mine for you
1:4

2.
He Prays for All of them.
-  every prayer of mine for you all.
1:4

a. Possibly, not too general to be of any use.

b. Positively, specific enough to thank God for their Partnership in the Gospel
1:5 

i. It is a Consistent Partnership - From the first day until now.

· They Give for the Gospel.

4:15

· They Give when nobody else Gives.
4:15 cf. II Cor. 11:9
· They Give very Generously.
4:16

ii. He is Confident in the Partnership - Being confident of this very thing…
1:6

iii. God is Committed to Complete His work in them until the Day of Christ. 
1:6, NRSV, cf. 2:16
the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.


c.
Personally, intimate enough to be sincere.

i. He Remembers them all.

v. 4

ii. He Recollects of them all.

v. 7

· Their Person  -  to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart;
cf. because you hold me in your heart, (NRSV). The Greek allows for the phrase to read “since you have me in your heart.” Both Paul and the Philippians were in each others’ hearts, 
 
which is better than when we have Others....

· On our Minds 
- To Think of them; it so much depends on the state of our mind then.

· On our Lips
- To Talk about them; whether it be good or bad.

· On our Nerves
- To Try us to make us nervous-wrecks.

· Their Participation - ye all are partakers of my grace.
· even When he is in Prison  
-  in my bonds, and 
· even While Preaching the Gospel
-  in the defence and confirmation of the Gospel.
3.
He shares with them ALL his Grace.  ye are all partakers of my grace.
1:7

a. The Grace of God’s Salvation in his Worthlessness.
cf. Eph. 2:8, 9

b. The Grace of God’s Strength in his Weakness.
cf. II Cor. 12:9, 10

c. The Grace in Singing of God’s Worthiness in his Thankfulness.
Col. 3:16 cp. Acts 16:25

4.
He Longs for All of them.
how greatly I long after you all.
1:8

a. He will send Timothy to Care for them.
2:19 – 23 (20)
b. He will send Epaphroditus, his Companion in labour, who is Concerned for them.
2:24-30 (26)
B.
The Contents of Paul’s Prayer.
Phil. 1: 9-11

1.
A Prayer for the Heart - that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment

a.
An Over aBounding of Love.


perisseuo =  to superabound (in quantity or quality), be in excess, be superfluous; also (trans.) to cause to superabound or excel:--(make, more) abound, (have, have more) abundance.

We need ...
i.
An Inflow of Love from the Spirit

Cf. Jn. 7:37, Rom. 5:8



ii.
An Upflow of Love for God

Cf. Jn. 4:14

  

iii.
An Overflow of Love for others.

Phil. 1:9

b.
The Boundaries of Love - in knowledge and in all judgment;
i.
An Overall Full Knowledge of who and what is to be Loved - 
epignosis =  recognition, i.e. (by impl.) full

· Love Produces Knowledge.

· Knowledge Protects Love.

ii.
An Overall Discerning Judgment/insight (NIV)

aisthesis = perception, i.e. (fig.)

· A Widening Perception of others through Experience.

· A Heightening Perception of God in Communication.

· A Deepening Perception of the Word through Study.

2.
A Prayer for the Mind.  -  that ye may approve things that are excellent.
Phil. 1:10 cf. 2: 5


Approve = (dokimazo) to test (lit. or fig); to discriminate = to set the seal 

of approval on the one thing rather than on the other.

.
Things that are excellent (diaphero) = things that differ - not only things that oppose, 

but things that transcend, i.e. between good and better; and between better and best. 


Paul prays that the Philippian Christians may........

a. Not only be able to Decide between White and Black areas, i.e. Good and Bad

b. But also be able to Discriminate between two Gray areas, i.e.  Between Good and Better;


Between Better and Best and always opt for the one of Most Value.

c. Cf. our need to Discern between the Good, the Better and the Best in the choice of…


friends, books, amusements, employment, ambitions, highest matters and side issues, etc.

3.
A Prayer for the Character - that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ.  Phil. 1:10
a.
Towards Self.  
- that ye may be sincere.


sincere =  ilikrines from  heile (the sun's ray) and krino = judge; 

hence, judged by sunlight, i.e. tested as genuine (fig.):--pure, sincere.

i.
That they may Demonstrate Tested Transparency.

ii.
That they may Display True Sincerity.


Cf.  Dr. James Stalker’s sermon on The Four Men:


The Man the World Sees.
The Man Our Friends See.


The Man we Ourselves See.
The Man God Sees.   


All are descriptions of the Same man, but only the last is the Real Man.

b.
Towards Others
-  without offence/ blameless (NIV).

offence = proskopos, act. inoffensive, i.e. not leading into sin; pass. faultless, i.e. not led into sin:--
i.
Active:   A Readiness not to Stumble other Christians. 
Matt. 18:16; I Cor. 8:12, 13; as 10:32

ii.
Passive: A Resolve for Self to have a clear Conscience.
Acts 24:16

c.
Towards Christ.
-  till the Day of Christ. Till = with a view to 


The Day of Christ should be…

i.
The Mark (Goal) in our Choice.
Phil. 3:14

ii.
The Motivation of our Choice.
Tit. 2:13; cf. II Cor. 5:10

iii.
Give Meaning to our Choice.
Rom. 14:7-12

· For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, 

we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.
Rom. 14:8

· For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Phil. 1:21

· I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me


Gal. 2:20

4.
A Prayer for the Life. 
We are likened to trees...



Phil. 1:11 cf. Psa. 1 

a.
Planted by Christ
- by Jesus Christ
1:11


b.
With our Roots and Branches in Christ - all the saints in Christ.
Cf. 1:1

c.
To Bear Fruits unto the glory and praise of God.
1:11

i.
The Fruits of Righteousness by Christ.
1:11 cf. Jn. 15:5

ii.
The Fruit of the Holy Spirit.
Gal 5:22, 23

iii. 
The Fruits are unto God.
Phil. 1:11; Rom. 7:4 cf.  Mt. 5:16
